Chapter XVI .
A PEACE-MAKING PATRIARCH

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that hingethgood tidings, that
puUisheth peace.                                   "

THE next day we were due to depart, and again we were embarrassed by the
wholesale kindness of our hosts who paid our transport to Shibam. From
now onwards, with the exception of one brief spell on our journey to the
north of the main Hadhramaut valley, we were to wander for weeks through
a world of wadis, never seeing further than their walls. The wadi was as
fertile as the jol had been barren. There were signs of life all our way the
first day, village after village on one side or the other of the wadi, and much
cultivation round each, dates, durra (great millet, Sorghum vulgar) and
hashish. Cows and sheep and bkck and white goats in the charge of women
grazed all along our way and there were any number of fine 'elb Hess. .

The traveller was not forgotten on our road for at very short intervals
there were siqayas and murabba as. Gradually the way became more open
though we frequently found ourselves riding between the high stoned banks
of terrace cultivation. Amongst the villages we passed were that of Hudun,
named after the son of the prophet Hud, and the autonomous village of

Budha>

*                                                                                        f

1 Budha is the capital of the 'Amudis, the principal tribe of -Sheikhs in the
country. Before the Seiyids came into the Hadhramaut tie Sheikb were the
principal ecclesiastical influence and they probably took the place of an earlier
^hierarchy formed by the priesthood of the old religion. Nowadays they take
precedence after the Seiyids but they have much the same privileges. They are a
very respected class, are better educated than the tribes-men, and as a rule do not
bear anns. The 'Amudis are descended from one Sa'id bin 'Isa who was known
as 'Amud ad Din (prop of religion). All the men of the 'Amudi tribe bear the title
of Sheikh and at one time they were paramount in the Wadis Du'an and Leisar, but
in 1900 the Qu'aiti broke their power and they fled to the mountains. Lacet, how-
ever, they We allowed to return to Budk and their other towns which
acknowledged to be autonomous, although the tribe is under die a&oal f
the Ba Surrass of Du'an.
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